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Subject: Interagency Aviation Transport of Hazardous Materials Training

Required standards for Hazardous Materials Training have been set by the Department of
Transportation for personnel who may have the opportunity to effect the shipment of hazardous
materials in BLM aviation fire and project missions.  

Training in proper handling of a hazardous material must be given to any person who authorizes
or loads or unloads hazardous materials on helicopters and/or airplanes.  Training must include
the requirements and conditions of this exemption and the training required by 49 CFR 172.700
through 172.704.  This requirement can be met by an individual reading the Interagency Aviation
Transportation of Hazardous Materials Handbook and successfully completing the 15 question
exam.  This will provide the "Hazmat employee” with required skills to complete BLM aviation
fire and project mission needs safely.  A CD containing the required training standards is
available from the Office of Aircraft Services (OAS) and is also an option.  The CD, dated 1998,
was developed by OAS training as a power point presentation but is rather long. 

Each employee defined as a “Hazmat employee” (someone who is employed by a Hazmat
employer and who in the course of employment directly affects hazardous materials
transportation safety) must meet the requirements and should read the Interagency Aviation
Transportation of Hazardous Materials Handbook, January 1999 (NFES 1068, available through
the Publications Management System, NIFC) and take the open book test provided by the Unit
Aviation Manager.  Successful completion of 100 percent on the exam is required, so it must be
scored and recorded by the Unit Aviation Manager.  The name and score must be kept on record
at the local unit.  This training is required every three (3) years.
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Under separate cover, we are sending a package to each State Aviation Manager containing an
exam (with key), a letter of exemption for revision number five, and an optional form by OAS
for Shipper’s Declaration and Pilot Notification of Hazardous Materials by cargo aircraft.  This
form is optional because it is also acceptable to list hazardous materials on the aircraft manifest,
notifying the pilot with a copy of the manifest.  

If you have questions, call Larry Mahaffey at 208-387-5160.
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